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THE
PALLET

Produced by
TURFGRASS

PRODUCERS OF TEXAS

BRENT BATCHELOR
Executive Director

P. O. Box 1571
Bay City, TX  77404-1571

Phone: 979 533-9750
Email: tpt@txsod.com

•
WE’RE ON THE WEB!

www.texasgrass.com

ADVERTISING RATES:
If you would like to become a sponsor
for Turfgrass Producers of Texas and

advertise your company in future issues
of The Pallet, contact Brent Batchelor at
the above mentioned phone or email.

Advertising is preferred on disk in
Illustrator CS4 EPS, Photoshop JPEG or

Acrobat PDF. If you need an ad
produced for you, please contact

R & R Printing, 979-543-9498.

AD SIZES
FULL PAGE – 7.50" x 10"

$400 B&W • $600 Full Color

HALF PAGE – 7.50" x 4.85"
$250. B&W • $450 Full Color

1/4 PAGE – 7.50" x 2.65" or
3.625" x 4.75"

$150 B&W • $350 Full Color
Call for rates on full color ads.

facebook.com/Turfgrass-Producers-of-Texas

twitter.com/turfgrassgreen

Go to this link https://dallas.tamu.edu/tptfieldday to RSVP.

Join us for an Exclusive 
Turfgrass Field Day

The turfgrass breeding program of the Texas A&M AgriLife Research and 
Extension Center at Dallas invites you, the Turfgrass Producers of Texas, to join 
us for an exclusive turfgrass field day on June 7, 2018. Registration 8:00 AM 
Program begins at 9:00 and ends at noon with lunch provided. After lunch we 
will offer continuing education for TDA applicators. This program will run from 
1:00pm-4:00 pm and offer 3 CEU’s.

Take a private, 
behind-the-scenes tour 
of the breeding program 
at Dallas alongside the 
Texas A&M AgriL-
ife Research turfgrass 
breeding team. Field 
day events will include 
a showcasing of new-
ly released cultivars, 
breeding innovations 
in zoysiagrass and St. 
Augustinegrass, shade 
and drought tolerance 
evalutions, management 
trials, NTEP trials and 
other multi-environment 
studies.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Research &
Extension Center at Dallas
17360 Coit Road
Dallas, TX 75252

Nichols Enterprises, Inc.
Complete Design, Installation, and

Service of Irrigation Systems
El Campo, TX  866-543-4833

Your plastic pipe headquarters
• Hancor brand Drainage Products
• Kroy PVC Irrigation Pipe
• Fresno Valves

Irrigation systems
•T-L Continuous Move Linears & Center Pivots
• Lake Wheel Lines
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By BRENT BATCHELOR
The calendar says it is spring.  It 

hasn’t felt like it.  Most of the nights 
have been unseasonably cool and the 
days have been cloudy.  Not ideal 
conditions for grass growth.  It is 
trying but green up has been slow.  

I am seeing a lot of loads of grass 
on the highways.  Wet conditions 
in some of the markets have caused 
a backload of orders.  The housing 
market seems to be picking up and 
there are a lot of phone calls being 
made to find grass as inventories are very low in the 
grass business.  

My phone has been ringing a lot as landscapers 
and others try to find grass.  I refer them to our website 
where they can find a listing of growers who grow the 
variety of grass that they want.  

On the down side, parts of Texas is sliding into a 
drought.  I know those of you on the coast will be glad 
to send your bounty of moisture else where for now, but 
North Texas has been drying through the winter and soil 
moisture is suffering.

Back to the upside, Interviews are complete for two 
Extension turf positions and offers will be made by the 
time most of you receive this addition of the Pallet. 
The first to filled will be the College Station position 
followed by the Dallas Job. I was able to participate in 
most of the interviews and feel we will be happy with 
the new specialists.

Also, Dr. Ambica Chandra and company at Texas 
A&M Dallas is planning a Turfgrass Research Field 
Day in on June 7th.  Details and a registration link can 
be found in this edition

It was good to see all of you at our annual confer-
ence and trade show in College Station.  We had a good 
turnout and even though the weather canned the educa-
tional meeting it was worth the effort.  A lot of people 
were responsible for it including our exhibitors.  When 
it comes time to buy equipment and other products, I 
hope you will remember who was at our trade show. 

Please let us know if you have any 
ideas for how we might make the 
event better.  

Thanks to those who are willing 
to serve on the Board their help and 
input is very valuable to me and the 
association. We welcome the three 
new Board members Aland Wittig, 
Darin Douget, &, Lindy Murff. The 
new officers are Brian Gieger Pres-
ident, Billy Mayfield Vice President 
and Seth Thomas Secretary Treasurer. 
The remaining returning board mem-

bers are Mark Graf, John Romine, and Michael Rhyne.
One of the discussion items at the January Board 

meeting was over all Turfgrass Promotion. We will be 
working on a plan to increase promotion and marketing 
of turfgrass in the future, so stay tuned.

As always feel free to call with any questions.

Executive Director’s Message
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season turfgrasses typically require full sunlight to reach 
light saturation.  This introduces a series of questions, such 
as: “How much full sunlight do various turfgrass species and 
varieties need to row?” “Is afternoon sun better than morn-
ing sun?” “ Is four hours of shade/partial sun better or worse 
than two hours of full sun?” “how do we measure it?” and so 
on.

Light intensity varies by location, diurnal cycle, time of 
year, atmospheric conditions, cloud cover, shade, etc.

Sometimes this is measured as photosynthetic photon 
flux density (PPFD) in units of mol m -2 s -1, which provides 
an instantaneous value for how much PAR is reaching a leaf 
’s surface. However, the item of most interest to turfgrass 
researchers is how much photosynthetically active radiation 

(PAR) strikes 
a surface 
throughout the 
course of a day, 
season or year. 
This integrates 
PPFD into a 
term called 
the Daily Light 
Integral (DLI) 
and is much 
more useful for 
quantify-
ing shade 
tolerance 
in plants. 
DLI also 
is useful 
because 
there are 
simple, 

inexpensive devices capable of measuring DLI that are 
commercially available to turfgrass managers.

Publicly available data on DLIs, such as the in-
formation in Figure 2, illustrate the amount of PAR 
striking the Earth’s surface at various points in the 
United States at different times of year. One can see 
from this data the substantial differences that exist 
based on location and season. For example, during the 
spring months there can be 46 percent more PAR in 
the desert southwest than the northeast United States 

Tips for growing turfgrass in shade
•  Select the appropriate species and cultivar. Fine 

fescue and Tall fescue offer the highest shade 
tolerance for cool-season lawns while St. Au-
gustinegrass and Zoysiagrass provide the highest 
shade-tolerance in warm-season turfgrasses.

•  Shade source matters: Trees are more likely to 
alter light quality (red light, blue light, red/far red 
ratios) than buildings or other structures which 
primarily reduce light quantity.

•  Tree species matters: Evergreen trees provide more 
shade than deciduous trees.

•  Mowing height: Mow turfgrasses on the upper end 
of their recommended height range.

•  Fertilization: Reduce nitrogen applications. Exces-
sive leaf growth comes at the expense of roots and 
other stored carbon sources.

•  Traffic: Limit traffic when possible; turfgrasses un-
der shade grow less vigorously and therefore won’t 
recover as rapidly as in full sun.

•  Plant growth regulators: PGRs have been shown 
to increase turfgrass quality in closely mowed turf 
when grown under moderate shade.

and from January to August in Houston, TX, the amount of 
PAR increases by 142 percent. These types of baseline data 
are important for calculating percent reductions using light 
meters under various shade levels.

(Continued on Page 7)

(Continued from Page 1
Shade For Turfgrass?
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(Continued from Page  6)
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(Continued on Page 10)
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(Continued on Page 11)

(Continued from Page 8)
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(Continued from Page 10)

(Continued on Page 14)
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TPT Annual Meeting Wrap Up
The TPT annual meeting was held 

January 15th in College Station. We were 
able to conduct the needed business for 
the association and had a nice time vis-
iting with the sponsors who were set up 
during the meet and greet.

However, the dicey weather called our 
hand and we cancelled the events for the 
next day. The board has indicated that 
anyone wanting a refund for the day two 
events should contact Brent Batchelor at 
b_batchelor86@att.net and I will process 
the refund. The folks we had contracted 
for the next day all provided full refunds, 
so the association was only out some 
printing cost for day two. 

Most 
in atten-
dance like 
the current 
format and 
location 
(College 
Station). 
We are 
tentatively 
scheduling 
the 2019 

Annual Meeting and Conference for 
January 21-22 in College Station. We plan 
to conduct both days at the hotel in 2019 
and have an optional tour after the con-
ference at the Texas A&M Turf Facilities.  
This location allows us to tap into more 
Texas A&M Turf Faculty and Graduate 
Students for presentations.

We are always on the look out for top-
ics that interest you so feel free to drop us 
a note if you think of anything we need to 
cover.
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(Continued from Page 11)
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(Continued from Page 14)

(Continued on Page 17)
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(Continued from Page 16)
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(Continued from Page 17)
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ing effect 
of about 
70 tons 
(68 metric 
tons) of air 
condition-
ing, while 
the average 
home-size 
central air 
has only a 
3 to 4 ton 
capacity 
(2.7 to 3.9 metric tons).

•	 As part of a well-designed and maintained landscape, 
turfgrass increases a home’s property value by 15 to 20 %.

•	 Safety-sightlines	discourage	intruders	and	heighten	
visibility.

•	 Absorbs	noise	and	reduces	glare.

This information provided by The Lawn Institute – 
www.TheLawnInstitute.org

Lawn and Turfgrass Facts & Stats
These turfgrass statistics may surprise you:
•	 In	a	well	maintained,	thick	10,000	square	foot	(929	

square	meter)	lawn	there	will	be	6	turf	plants	per	
square	inch	(25.4	millimeters),	850	turf	plants	per	
square	foot	(30.45	square	meters)	for	a	total	of	8.5	
million turf plants.

•	 Grass	plants	are	75	to	80%	water,	by	weight.
•	 Up	to	90%	of	the	weight	of	a	grass	plant	is	in	its	roots.
•	 Clippings	contain	nutrients	useable	to	the	grass,	when	

left on the lawn.
•	 A	lawn,	50	by	50	feet	(15.24	by	15.24	meters)	(2,500	

square	feet)	(232	square	meters)	releases	enough	
oxygen for a family of four, while absorbing carbon 
dioxide, ozone, hydrogen fluoride, and peroxyacetyl 
nitrate.

•	 A	dense,	healthy	lawn	prevents	run-off,	absorbing	
rainfall six times more effectively than a wheat field and 
four times better than a hay field.

•	 Turfgrass	helps	control	pollution,	trapping	much	
of an estimated 12 million tons (10.9 million metric 
tons)	of	dust	and	dirt	released	annually	into	the	US	
atmosphere.

•	 The	front	lawns	of	eight	average	houses	have	the	cool-
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USDA Announces December Prices
Input Price Trends

by DR. MARk WALLER
Extension Economist

Texas A&M AgriLife Extension

The prices paid by farmers 
indices by sub-component shown 
in the graph below represent 
nationwide average annual 
prices of inputs purchased by 
farmers and ranchers to produce 
agricultural commodities. As 
can be seen, on an average 
annual basis, price indices for 
diesel, wages, and supplies & 
repairs have moved higher, while nitrogen, potash & 
phosphate, herbicides, and insecticides moved lower.

While the annual averages are slower to respond, 
the shorter time-framed monthly indexes are beginning 
to show increasing input costs. On a monthly basis, 
mid-December 2017 (the most recently available 
data) monthly input prices were mixed, with some 
unchanged and some higher.  Diesel and wage rates 
were unchanged from the previous month.  Nitrogen, 
potash & phosphate, supplies & repairs, herbicides and 
insecticides increased +3.5%, +0.7%, +0.2, +0.2% and 
+0.2% respectively, from November to December 2017.  
Relative to last year (December 2016), all 7 input series 
were higher, Nitrogen, diesel, potash & phosphate, 
wage rates, supplies & repairs, herbicides, and 
insecticides prices increased +9.9%, +15.8%, +5.3%, 
+1.3%, +1.7%, +1.6%, and +1.3% respectively, relative 
to last year (December 2016).

The average price when multiplied by quantity 
purchased should equal total producer expenditures 
for the item. The prices paid data are obtained from 
establishments that sell goods and services to farmers 
and ranchers. Annually, about 8,500 firms are randomly 
selected from lists by type of item sold with an average 
response rate in the range of 75-80 percent. Firms are 
asked to report the price for the specified item “most 
commonly bought by farmers” or that was the “volume 
seller.”

Source: National Agricultural Statistics Service, Agricultural 

Statistics Board, U.S. Department of Agriculture. Agricultural 
Prices. Accessed February 19, 2018. Web available at http://
quickstats.nass.usda.gov. 

DIXEQUIP
TERRY GIBSON
SALES MANAGER

P.O. Box 590858 • Houston, Texas 77259
281 - 221 - 5666

Fax: 866 - 440 - 2116
www.dixequip.com  terrygibson007@yahoo.com

“DONKEY” TRUCK CARRIED FORKLIFTS:
3000 Lbs To 5000 Lbs Capacity / Easy To Operate
Extremely Low Operating Weight / More “Payload”

Ideal For Single Axle Trucks
Faster Mounting / Dismounting + Removable Mount Kit

“On – Demand” Three Wheel Drive
Optional Extended Scissor Reach + Many Other Options

“Zero Down” Financing Available / Lease or Purchase
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Turfgrass Producers of Texas 

2018 Board of Directors

       PRESIDENT   VICE PRESIDENT        SEC/TREASURER 
       Brian Geiger   Billy Mayfield         Seth Thomas 
        Trinity Turf Nursery Inc   Mayfield Turf Farms                        Thomas Turfgrass 
        10815 Foutch Rd    1500 Hwy 60 North                                       799 Old Potato Rd 
        Pilot Point TX, 76258    Bay City TX, 77414         Paige, TX 78659          
        Phone: (940) 686-2000   Phone: (979) 245-7762        Phone: (512) 988-0600 
        bgeiger@trinityturf.com    billymayfield01@gmail.com        seth@thomasturfgrass.com

Mark Graf    Director  Michael Rhyne   Director               John Romine    Director         
Fortex Grass    King Ranch Turfgrass        Triangle Turf Company, Inc. 
5801 Sims Lane Cutoff   106 N. Dennis Street         10917 SH 60S  
Bryan TX, 77807   Wharton TX, 77488        Bay City TX, 77414 
Phone: (979) 204-8981  Phone (713) 287-2700       Phone: (979) 244-2496 
mark@tritexgrass.com   mrhyne@king-ranch.com       john@triangleturf.com 

                       

         Aland Wittig    Director   Darin Doguet     Director         Lindy Murff     Director         
           Wittig Grass Sales LLC  Bladerunner Farms, Inc.       Murff Turf Farms, Inc. 
            P. O. Box 489                                             802 Howard Rd                                           15204 Bohemian Hall Road 
            Boling TX, 77420         Poteet TX, 78065                         Crosby TX, 77532 
            Phone: (800) 482-4496        Phone: (830) 276-4455       Phone: (281) 328-2812  

cwby61@gmail.com                               darin@doguetventures.com                        lmurff@murffturf.com 
               
                     
          
           

   Brent Batchelor, Executive Director 
P.O. Box 1571 
Bay City, Texas 77404 
Mobile: (979) 533-9750 

    Email:  b_batchelor86@att.net 



TURFGRASS PRODUCERS OF TEXAS
BRENT BATCHELOR, Executive Director

P.O. Box 1571
Bay City, Texas 77404-1571

Phone: 979.533-9750
•

email: tpt@txsod.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
www.texasgrass.com

Please notify Brent Batchelor at 979-533-9750 if you wish to be 
removed from the Turgrass Producers of Texas Mailing List.

Turfgrass Producers of Texas
Exclusive Turfgrass Field Day

Thursday, June 7, 2018
Texas A&M AgriLife Research & Extension Center

17360 Coit Road • Dallas, TX 75252

dallas.tamu.edu/tptfieldday

More information -  visit our website at www.texasgrass.com.


